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Early on Dec. 9, the Senate passed a $606 billion omnibus appropriations bill (continuing resolution)
by a 72-21 vote. House-Senate conference committees were scheduled to begin Dec. 14 to begin
working on compromise versions of the House and Senate versions of the bill to fund most
government operations through the remainder of this fiscal year. Among other controversial
items, the Senate approved an additional $15 million in non-lethal aid to the Nicaraguan contras
($9 million for medical supplies, food, clothing and shelter, $6 million for transport). The House
version of the bill contains no contra aid. The aid, according to the Senate version, could be funneled
through humanitarian international organizations if a cease-fire is in place by Jan. 17, and the
Nicaraguan government is in compliance with the Aug. 7 peace accord. The aid was approved on
an unusual standing vote in which senators are counted but the tally is not announced. This was the
first direct vote on continued aid to the contras by the Senate this year. Wilson Morris, a spokesman
for House Speaker Jim Wright told the New York Times on Dec. 12 that the aid proposal "clearly
is not acceptable to the House and will be modified in conference." Before approving the aid, the
Senate defeated, 56 to 38, a proposal that would have withheld the funds until a cease-fire was in
effect or until a majority of the five Central American presidents said the aid was consistent with the
peace process. (Basic data from Washington Post, 12/10/87; New York Times, 12/13/87)
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